Launch PAD – ‘Good Practice’ Headline Statements

1. Prior to application, potential students can obtain detailed information about what the university offers  (e.g. courses, accommodation, access, support and social activities) to inform choice.

2. Academic (teaching) staff expect to include students with disabilities or additional needs in all aspects of the course, and feel well equipped to do so.

3. When monitoring students’ progress and performance on course (by assessment and examination) the methods in use focus on students’ abilities rather than emphasising their difficulties/disabilities.
4. Students are regarded as key contributors to the institution’s quality assurance processes - and there are mechanisms to ensure that their experiences inform future developments.

5. At all stages, from pre-admission to graduation, the institutional ‘atmosphere’ encourages students to disclose their needs without fear of discrimination.

6. Institutional policies on widening participation are aspirational but achievable – and consistently evident in institutional practices.

7. Support services are designed to foster a gradual increase in individuals’ self-sufficiency over time.  Students are not regarded as passive recipients of support.

8. There is clarity in all departments about ‘what is core’ (fundamental) to each subject, so that adjustments made to accommodate/include students with disabilities are not perceived to compromise academic standards.

9. When curriculum is being developed and/or revised, the implications for disabled students and accessibility are routinely considered and addressed.

